THE  HISTORY  OF SPIRITUALISM

Emanuel Swedenborg, who has some claim to be the
father of our new knowledge of supernal matters.

When the first rays of the rising sun of spiritual
knowledge fell upon the earth they illuminated the
greatest and highest human mind before they shed
their light on lesser men. That mountain peak of
mentality was this great religious, reformer and clair-
voyant medium, as little understood by his own
followers as ever the Christ has been.

In order fully to understand Swedenborg one
would need to have a Swedenborg brain, and that is
not met with once in a century. And yet by our
power of comparison and our experience of facts of
which Swedenborg knew nothing, we can realize some
part of his life more clearly than he could himself.
The object of this study is not to treat the man as a
whole, but to endeavour to place him in the general
scheme of psychic unfolding treated in this work,
from which his own Church in its narrowness would
withhold him.

Swedenborg was a contradiction in some ways to
our psychic generalizations, for it has been the habit
to say that great intellect stands in the way of personal
psychic experience. The clean slate is certainly most
apt for the writing of a message. Swedenborg's mind
was no clean slate, but was criss-crossed with every
kind of exact learning which mankind is capable of
acquiring. Never was there such a concentration
of information. He was primarily a great mining
engineer and authority on metallurgy. He was a
military engineer who helped to turn the fortunes of